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Horticultural Show & Summer Jolly - 9th August 

The Horticultural Show (open to the public from 1pm - 
subject to judging) in Stonehouse Community Centre 
& Summer Jolly (from 12 noon) will take place on the 
Laburnum Playing Field on Sunday 9th August.
There will be stalls, refreshments, dog agility, a licensed 
bar, fairground games, bouncy castles and lots more
to entertain the whole family!

Why not take a look at the classes and have a go!

Horticultural Show schedules are now available for the 
following classes:
Roses
Sweet Peas
House plants & Cut Flowers
Fruit & Vegetables
Flower Arrangements
Photography
Home-made Wine
Handicrafts 
Baking & Preserves
Special classes for children up to Year 6

The full list of classes and how to enter are available 
from the Town Hall or ask at the Post Office.  

You can find the information online at 
stonehousetowncouncil.com or call 01453 825229.

To book a stall or get involved in the Summer Jolly 
email stonehousejolly@yahoo.co.uk

Heart of England In Bloom judging - 7th July

Summer is here as is a packed diary of Stonehouse 
events from the Stonehouse Arts Festival, Paint 
the Town Pink, Upcycled Art, Celebration Day and 
much more. Our schools have been busy welcoming 
Japanese students and doing lots of fundraising 
and we are getting ready for the ‘Heart of England 
In bloom’ judging in July. Autumn’s issue will be 
reporting back on all the events and we hope you can 
fill that issue with lots of your news. Don’t forget if 
you want to advertise get in touch - details on the 
back cover. We hope you have a fun filled summer!
  

The countdown is on for the town’s Heart of 
England In Bloom judging on 7th July. A lot of 
hard work has been carried out by the volunteer 
members of the Stonehouse In Bloom Committee 
and the Town Council. In addition to the floral 
displays in the main High Street, annually funded 
by the Town Council, local businesses have dug 
deep into their pockets to extend these so that 
flowers can now be seen from the Woodcock Lane 
junction through to the Horsetrough roundabout. 
Local volunteers have also been hard at work and 
beautiful displays are in place at the Horsemarling 
Lane end of the town plus the Rest Garden and 
around the main Town Green.

6 barrier flower baskets are helping to brighten the 
approach to the town from Junction 13 of the M5
on the A419, again thanks to the generosity of
some local businesses. The railway station has
been given a very welcome lift through the
provision of several planters.

Efforts are now underway to tidy and 
spruce up the town in preparation for 
the ‘Big Day’ - if anyone would like to 
help with the final push please contact 
Liz Lawrence on 01453 822070 or email 
deputyclerk@stonehousetowncouncil.com
Also check out ‘Stonehouse In Bloom’
on Facebook.

This is a Stonehouse Community Partnership 
event supporting The Willow Trust
- Registered Charity Number 328386
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Stonehouse Football Club held their annual prize 
giving at Stroud 10 Pin Bowling Alley on Saturday 
evening. Over 100 youngsters and their families 
had a great evening out.

This year the Stonehouse Rotary Cup for the team 
that showed commitment, fair play and success on 
and off the pitch was won by the girls under 14 years 
side. The President of Stonehouse Rotary Club, Gill 
Rogers made the presentation to the team’s captain 
13-year-old Harriet Freebury.

Their Manager/Coach Gavin Jackson pictured holding 
the cup in front of his team said, “I am delighted that 
the team won the Rotary Cup. They were formed 4 
years ago as a 6 a side team but this last season saw 
them move onto a full 11 a side team”.

Edible hedges planted
Tree saplings from the Woodland trust were planted 
at the allotments at the top end of Stonehouse along 
the border of the allotments and the playing field. They 
consist of Hazel, elder, dog rose, blackthorn and crab 
apple to give us and wildlife a resource of hazel nuts, 
elder flowers and elder berries, rose hips, sloes and 
crab apples to make chutney and delicious drinks and 
nuts. The hedge will form a wildlife corridor across the 

edge of the allotments to enable creatures to get 
from one area to another safely. 

We held planting sessions on Friday 20th and 
Saturday 21st March. Members from the Allotment 
Committee, plot holders, councillors and residents 
from Stonehouse came and had a wonderful time 
planting 105 saplings. The youngest helper was 2 
years old! We have held further days to mulch and 
water them and we look forward to watching them 
grow and forming a hedge.

Cup winning girls!

Neighbourhood Plan
update - consultation with 
local groups

The Neighbourhood Development Plan for 
Stonehouse is a community-led Plan for guiding 
the future development, regeneration and 
conservation of Stonehouse. It is about the use 
and development of land and will be part of 
the statutory development plan for the area, if 
successful at a local referendum.
 
After public consultation events in 2014, to develop a 
vision for the plan, the Neighbourhood Plan Working 
Group are now working on policies in five key areas: 
Environment, Housing, Retail and the Town Centre, 
Economy, and Getting Around. They are currently 
meeting with local groups to ensure policies are in line 
with local opportunities and needs. 

The working group is still interested in speaking to 
any landowners who might be considering applying for 
planning permission in the Parish. This ‘call for sites’ 
exercise helps to match development sites to the future 
needs of the community. This work does not allocate 
sites, or commit the proposer to applying for planning 
consent; it will help the working group to develop clear 
ideas and policy to best serve Stonehouse. 

The group is also looking at evidence needed to 
support policies and has commissioned some 
research from Gloucestershire Rural Community 
Council on housing need. 

There is a new contact for the Neighbourhood 
Plan, Rachel Russell. Please email her at 
stonehousenp@gmail.com or call 01453 822070. 
Rachel is at the Town Hall every morning except 
Wednesday.

Please get in touch if you are from a local group, 
own or know of a site or have any queries about
the Neighbourhood Plan. We are on twitter
@StonehouseNP, do follow us for updates on
your neighbourhood. 

Keep Stonehouse Tidy
Following comments by a number of local people 
a group of Town councillors and youth leaders 
have started a ‘Keep Stonehouse Tidy’ Campaign. 
The aim is to make Stonehouse a litter free town by 
encouraging everyone to take their litter home or use 
litter bins and not to drop litter. One way forward is to 
have regular ‘Litter picks’ the third of which was held 
on a blowy Saturday in April. We had a good turn out 
of 18 volunteers taking part who were rewarded with 
tea and delicious cakes. We have noticed a decrease 
in litter accumulating between our litter picks so your 
efforts will not be in vain!

The next pick will take place on Saturday 27th 
June at 2pm starting at Oldends Lane Youth 
Centre. Please put the date in your diary! There 
will also be another Litter pick in the autumn.

Stonehouse 
Celebration Day
will be taking place on Saturday 5th September in 
Stonehouse High Street between 10am - 2pm. We 
have lots of activities and games around the theme
of the ‘Circus’ - a great opportunity
for everyone to dress up! There
will be local traders special offers 
and stalls available to peruse
Let’s make this Celebration Day 
the best yet. A fun day for all 
the family!

If you want to get
involved please email
stonehousecelebrationday
@gmail.com

Manager/Coach Gavin Jackson and the girls under 14’s team

Volunteers planting the hedge saplings

Town Councillors and residents of Stonehouse ready to litter pick
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Restoring the Stroudwater navigation from 
Saul Junction to Stonehouse - phase 1b 

A major new project has been announced by 
the Cotswold Canals Partnership that could see 
Stonehouse brought within navigable reach of 
Britain’s network of canals and rivers once again. 

The scheme was unveiled at a press event on 
the tiny Westfield Bridge at Eastington on the 
Stroudwater - a surviving structure which was 
famously saved in 1969 by the determination of
local farmer Mrs Christine Hearsey.

The Cotswolds Canal Partnership is launching a bid 
for £15 million from the Heritage Lottery Fund, for 
a complex but fully-costed scheme that will restore 
the Stroudwater from the almost-completed six-mile 
stretch of restored canal between Brimscombe and 
Stonehouse, all the way to the junction with the 
Gloucester-Sharpness Canal at Saul.

There has been a six-week public consultation 
period, where full details of the scheme have 
been explained at a series of exhibitions. The last 
remaining exhibition will take place in King Street, 
Stroud on Friday 3rd July from 2pm until 6pm.

Go to cotswoldcanals.com for more information.

In March this year Stroud Valleys Project completed
their successful 2-year long project at the Stonehouse
Newt Ponds near to Court View. The site was 
designated as of national importance for its 
population of Great crested newts Triturus cristatus
in 1992 but was somewhat neglected in recent years.  

The work was funded by a grant from Biffaward 
and Stonehouse Town Council and the project 
began in April 2013. Since then, over 2800 hours 
have been contributed by volunteers to improve the 
site for newts. Ponds have been cleared of excess 
vegetation; hedgerows have been cut and laid; trees 
shading the ponds have been cut back; meadows 
have been established to produce better foraging 
territory; and overwintering sites have been created 
for the newts to safely hibernate through the colder 
months. And the work has all paid off: at this year’s 
annual newt survey, the population of Great Crested 
Newts was healthier than ever, with over
50 individuals spotted in the main pond.

The project has also created 3 newt-friendly wildlife 
ponds within striking distance of the existing ponds.  
The hope is that in time, the Great Crested Newts 
will increase in numbers and migrate to make use of 
these newly established habitats.  

The largest of the 3 new ponds was created at the 
allotments on Stagholt Lane, with the support of 
Stonehouse Town Council. Initial excavations were 
done by a mini-digger, with volunteers finishing off 
the shaping by hand. The pond has since been lined, 
filled and planted up with a diverse range of native 
pond plants.

It will take a while for the new water levels to settle 
in all three new ponds, but by this time next year we 
expect to see an impressive flowering of naturalised 
vegetation in these ponds, and who knows - before 
long, perhaps a Great Crested Newt or two.

Stonehouse newt ponds now flourishing
thanks to Stroud Valleys Project

Zeta Printing is still serving Stonehouse

A new look for the APT in Stonehouse!

Digging the largest of the 3 new ponds at Stagholt Lane

The ‘All Pulling Together’ office, situated on the 
Park Estate, has had a long overdue revamp. The 
community led association, is run by local residents on 
a volunteer basis, helping those in the neighbourhood 
to access a range of services and social activities. It 
offers a friendly and confidential environment with 
free access to computers, the internet and phones. 
Support and advice is delivered through various 
agencies that visit the office on a weekly basis, 
including the CAB, GL Communities, P3 Charity, 
Stroud College and your local Housing Officer.

Our office will be extending its opening times to 8pm 
every Thursday from the 2nd July 2015. We will be 
providing some delicious food so why not come along 
and see what the APT is all about and has to offer you!

Once again we will be hosting our popular ‘Three 
Green Event’ which will be held on the 15th August, 
on the Park Estate. There will be a variety of fun 
activates for all the family and will be a fantastic day 
out during the summer holidays. This is an event not 
to be missed, so make sure you pencil it in your dairy!  

COMING SOON to Stonehouse! A fabulous new 
sport for all abilities. Walking Netball has the same 
rules, same pitch size, but with a big difference.... no 
running involved! This is a fantastic opportunity to 
meet new friends in a non-judgemental setting and 
have some much needed fun.  

Please look out for our latest Newsletter, coming in 
the next few weeks, which will contain all the latest 
news, times and dates on what we offer. For further 
information please contact us on 01453 822707 or 
you can visit our Facebook page at: www.facebook.
com/AllPullingTogether. Alternatively, we would love 
you to pop in for a chat and a cuppa with one of our
volunteers on a Tuesday or Thursday 10am - 3pm. 

The revamped APT office

Local successful printing company Zeta Printing 
Services has been serving the local Stonehouse 
community for 30 years and has recently moved 
premises and become a division of Wheatley Printers 
Ltd. Although Zeta is now located on the Phoenix 
Trading Estate, Stroud they are delivering and 
visiting customers daily in this area and have been 
doing a fantastic job of printing the Stonehouse 
News over the years!

  

Both companies will compliment each other and help 
to grow and plan for the future. Zeta and Wheatley 
look forward to seeing all existing customers and 
any potential new ones with their print requirements 
in Stonehouse and Stroud Valley.

For more business and contact
information please visit
zetaprinting.co.uk and wheatleyprinters.co.uk

Cotswold Canals Partnership
exhibition and public meeting
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Summary of Accounts

 Past Yr Current Yr
Expenditure £’s 2013/14 2014/15 

Open Space, Playing Field 378,353*  143,111
Maintenance, Youth Services,
Recreation Facilities,
Youth Centre, Skate Park  

Stonehouse in Bloom 3,295 3,714 
 
Neighbourhood Plan 0 3,221 

Planning & Transportation 0 0
 
Festive Lighting 4,580 5,654 
 
Administration, 154,039 155,471 
Public Advice, Town Hall
Maintenance, Consultations
and Grant Aid

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 540,267* 311,171 

TOTAL INCOME 502,456* 386,416 

The Town Council contributed £2000 to the Citizens 
Advice Service and £1000 to the Neighbourhood 
Warden Scheme. Grants were also made available to:

Lunch Club £240
Transition Stroud £500
Glos Army Cadets £90
Stroud Canals Knowledge £150
Navy Training Corps £350
Royal British Legion £25
Stonehouse Dementia Group £480
Stroud & District Visually Impaired £200
Insight Gloucestershire £100

*This includes income from the National Lottery and 
other large contributions which were used to pay 
for all of the Skate Park costs and helped towards 
funding the Youth Centre. 

The Town Council is subject to two audits per annum 
as follows:
Internal Audit carried out by Iain Selkirk FCA
External Audit carried out by Messrs Grant Thornton 
of Bristol

Oldends Lane Youth Centre opening ceremony 2014 Stonehouse Horticultural Show & Summer Jolly 2014

The Council elected Cllr Chris Brine as Chair of 
the Council and Cllr Theresa Watt as Vice-Chair
of the Council for the 2014-15 civic year. During 
the year we were joined by Councillor Jan Dyer 
who was co-opted to represent North Ward.

The Council were very sad to lose one of its 
dedicated, hard working members upon the death 
of Councillor Anthony Howarth. Anthony was 
instrumental in the creation of the new youth centre 
at Oldends Lane. 

The Council has had a busy year delivering new 
services and facilities. The Council has also 
been working towards the development of a 
Neighbourhood Plan. This increased activity has 
brought its own challenges to staff and councillors 
who have shown determination to cut through the 
workload to bring benefit to the community. 

During the year the Council has lobbied Network 
Rail to bring about improvements to the station at 
Burdett Road and the County Council to restore our 
High Street. We have also worked hard together 
with neighbouring parishes to reduce the adverse 
impact of changes to the Local Plan.    

The residents of Stonehouse have turned out in 
large numbers to community events such as the 
Remembrance Parade, the Horticultural Show, and 
High Street celebrations which are very popular.  
We are continuing to celebrate Stonehouse with an 
active part in the Heart of England in Bloom campaign. 

Finance & Strategy

Committee Convenor: Cllr Simon Lewis

The Committee has carried out a review of policies 
and accounting methods. This work is ongoing as 
central Government makes additional bureaucractic 
demands and in rising to the challenge we will be 
seeking Quality Status. Having consulted you on a 
possible merger with the library, we are continuing 
to observe and take account of any threat to this 
service. Making changes to the Town Hall to make it 
a venue for meetings and exhibitions is still a work in 
progress. This Committee took on the responsibility 
for the management of the Youth Club and has 
formed an alliance with Cainscross Parish Council 
to bring about effective joint working arrangements.  
An extra session for a younger age group will 
now be provided. Grants have been received from 
Gloucestershire County Council Childrens Activity 
Fund £2000 towards youth leader provision and 
Stroud District Council Youth Activity Fund £1000 
towards equipment and activities.

The Committee has purchased a defibrillator 
jointly with Stonehouse Rotary and this will be 
stationed inside the Co-operative Store for use in 
emergencies. 

The Committee recognises the commitment of 
councillors and staff who have attended training 
sessions or seminars this year:

Councillor Vicky Redding 
Councillor Rob Waite 
Gill Jennings
Alastair Shankland
Raymond Kaye (congratulations are due on his 
attainment of City & Guilds Chainsaw Operation)
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civic awards 2015annual report
Regeneration & Environment

Committee Convenor: Cllr Carol Kambites

The Committee has considered 35 Planning 
Applications through the Development Control 
Panel. The Committee has strived to ensure that 
Stonehouse preserves its character and rural 
aspect and we have campaigned very hard against 
unwelcome development such as the incinerator at 
Javelin Park, and a large scale housing development 
at Westend. The Committee has met with First Great 
Western to discuss improvements to the station at 
Burdett Road and continues to try and obtain better 
communication with Network Rail. The Committee 
will also continue to monitor the redevelopment of 
the Ship Inn site and Bristol Road station site with 
the aim of bringing benefit to the town. 

The Committee has met with The Police & Crime 
Commissioner and neighbouring parishes to discuss 
the reduction in HGV traffic on the B4008 and new 
signage has now been provided at junction 12.  

Our plans for next year include looking at renewable 
energy sources within the redevelopment of Oldends 
Lane. 

The Committee recognises the commitment of councillors 
and staff on additional consultee external groups:

Cllr Vicky Redding - Standish Partnership Board
Cllr David Drew, Cllr Carol Kambites and Gill 
Jennings - SPA (Strategic Planning Action) Group

Amenities, Recreation and Tourism

Committee Convenor: Cllr John Aldis

The Committee were pleased to obtain S106 funding 
for a Boules/Petanque court at Laburnum Field 
which has now been complimented with an Outdoor 
Gym funded from an Active Living Grant of £20,000 
courtesy of Gloucestershire County Council.

The Committee have tried to further the transfer 
of Court View public open spaces into Council 
ownership from Taylor Wimpey but for the 5th year 
in a row this has not happened. The Committee do 
however keep a close watch on the maintenance of 
the newt ponds.   

An additional pond has been installed at Stagholt 
allotments to attract wildlife and enhance 
biodiversity. The allotment tenants have also planted 
an edible hedge alongside the sports field. 

The Committee have been clearing deadwood 
from trees, maintaining hedges and ditches and 
improving play surfaces. A great deal of expenditure 
was incurred removing travellers from our playing 
fields and increasing security. The pavilion has been 
enhanced with new patio doors, shutters, fixtures 
and fittings.

The Committee is now working closely with the 
football clubs, Magpies Social Club and others to 
renew facilities in order increase sports participation 
and social cohesion.
 

The Vicky Wakefield-Heath
Young Person of the Year Award
- Oliver King

This Award 
is named in 
memory of Vicky 
Wakefield-Heath, 
the first recipient 
of the Youth 
Award in 2008. 
Vicky died of 
cancer in 2013 

at the age of only 26. Oliver is in Year 9 at Maidenhill 
School. Oliver has made a tremendous contribution to 
the Neighbourhood Plan and as the youngest member 
of the group he brings a refreshing view on things. 

Highly Commended for Young 
Person of the Year Award
- Willow Driver-Sharp

Willow has 
helped the 
Girl Guides for 
many years now 
undertaking 
her adult leader 
award. She is 
also involved 
in the drama 

groups at Wycliffe and Maidenhill and is a perfect 
role model for others to follow.

Business of the Year Award
- Baytree Café

This award had 
the highest 
number of 
nominations 
with customers 
praising the 
high quality 
home cooked 
food, friendly 

atmosphere, welcoming staff and clean premises.

Person Making an Outstanding 
Contribution to Stonehouse
- Kevin Howlett

There were a 
large number 
of nominations 
attributed to 
Kevin’s music 
workshops for 
young people 
over a period 
of 10 years. 

The workshops have been a huge success enjoyed 
by youngsters from all over the county. Kevin stated 
that it gave him immense pleasure to see others 
enjoying music and he had started off in a modest 
way playing guitar in Maidenhill School at lunchtimes 
which then developed into music sessions with 
over 76 participants. He now freelances through 
Tewkesbury School and he thanked John West, a 
resident of Stonehouse, for his help over the years.

Community Group of the Year Award
- Stonehouse Community Choir

The choir had 
started in the 
Town Hall and 
were now 
40 members 
strong, 
meeting 
alternate 
Wednesdays 

and Thursday at the premises of Stonehouse 
Community Partnership. The choir members 
receiving the award stated that they were enjoying 
putting on performances in the community.

Top left: Oliver King being presented his award by Theresa Watt (Mayor)
Middle left: Willow - Driver-Sharp being presented her award by former 
Town Councillor and Mayor Chris Brine.
Bottom left: Steve & Heather Philpotts from Bay Tree Café being 
presented their award by Chris Brine.
Top right: Kevin Howlett being presented their award by Chris Brine.
Bottom right: Stonehouse Community Choir being presented their award 
by Chris Brine.
All awards (apart from the Young Person of the Year which was presented 
at the Town Council AGM) were presented at the Annual Town Meeting 
held on 27th April 2015.Goodwill Fest 2014 Spring daffodils on Horsetrough Roundabout 2015



Calligraphy, origami, art were also on the menu. 
Each morning Japanese students attended English 
lessons – using these skills to teach Maidenhill 
students Japanese.

The students stayed with host families in the area 
–many from Maidenhill. They also visited London, 
Oxford and Stratford before they waved goodbye to 
students at the school.

“I have really enjoyed having the Japanese students at 
Maidenhill as I have learned so much about their culture. 
I loved the assemblies and the Japanese workshop. 
Getting to know my buddy and learning about their life 
has been an experience I will never forget”.
Lily, Year 11, Maidenhill School

“Thank you for your big welcome”
Japanese visitor

“This has been an amazing experience for the whole 
school. The memories of this visit from Matsuzaka 
High School will, I am sure, last much longer than this 
one week. The warmth and friendship offered by our 
students has been reciprocated by our enthusiastic 
Japanese visitors. It has been a resounding success 
for both schools.”
Mrs. Wilson, Head Teacher, Maidenhill School

Wycliffe raise money 
for The Elms Care 
Home in Stonehouse
On Sunday 26th April, a group of Wycliffe prefects 
set off at 9am from Stonehouse to run 21 miles, 
to King’s Walk in Gloucester town centre, in a 
team relay, where they then met up with the other 
half of the Wycliffe prefect body. This totalled to, 
on average, 8 miles each. It was then the task of 
the second group to row the same distance, on 
dry land with the use of a rowing machine. The 
second group completed the 21 miles distance in 
good time and with the support of members of the 
public as well as, family and friends. 

Head of School, Anna Fishwick has been working 
at The Elms as a volunteer for the last 7 months 
and really wanted to do something to help raise 
awareness as well as money in support of the 
residents and staff at the Elms. Anna has set up a Go 
Fund account and would be grateful for any donations, 
however big or small at http://de.gofund.me/qarhk8

Swashbuckling fun
in Stonehouse
Ahoy there me hearties! On Thursday 11 June, 
pupils and staff at Hopelands Preparatory School 
in Regent Street dressed up as pirates for an 
exciting day of games and activities, raising £172 
for the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI). 
 
The children made pirate ships at home from 
margarine tubs, plastic milk containers and the 
like, and each class held hotly-contested boat 
races across a large water tray. Amid all the fun, 
the academics weren’t forgotten and the children 
enjoyed pirate-themed maths and English lessons.
 
Pin the eye patch on the pirate caused much hilarity, 
and face painting, pirate dancing and folding hats 

out of newspaper were among other activities on 
offer. Home-made cakes were sold at break-times, 
and copper coins were collected to make a skull and 
cross bone design in the playground.
 
Spearheaded by members of the school council, 
the pirate fun day raised money for the RNLI, who 
have supported the school’s curriculum a number of 
times over the years. The RNLI provides a 24-hour 
lifeboat search and rescue service around the UK 
and Ireland, and a seasonal lifeguard service. Funded 
by charitable donations, the lifeboat crews and 
lifeguards of the RNLI have saved at least 140,000 
lives at sea since 1824.

Japan comes to 
Maidenhill
Maidenhill School welcomed a group of 37 
Japanese students for the week from Matsuzaka 
High School. During the week they took part in 
lessons and collaborated with students in British 
and Japanese themed workshops which explored 
cultural identities. 

The tea and cake workshop saw Japanese 
students being taught to make Victoria Sponge 
by Maidenhill students and in return our students 
had the opportunity to enjoy Japanese porridge 
and rice balls. Japanese students led assemblies, 
sharing insights into their home town and culture.  
A drumming workshop evidenced collaboration 
between the students and GCSE music students 
as they perfected a samba style drumming 
performance.

school news

Pupils and staff at Hopelands Preparatory School

Maidenhill and Matsuzaka High School students

A visiting Japanese student teaches calligraphy to pupils
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Wycliffe Prefects and Anna Fishwick who completed the fundraising challenge
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groups
Upcycled Art Outdoors 
continue to meet Every Wednesday from 10am - 
12noon in the Stonehouse Rest Garden behind the 
Co-op and the High Street (from the High Street go 
between Wynn’s Cafe and the Bike shop into the 
Rest Garden).

Weekly FREE sessions take place here, until the end 
of August, where anyone can come and be creative 
with objects we would otherwise throw away or with 
natural found matter. We will do this in the park 
to be closer to the natural surroundings that we 
wish to protect by recycling. The project promotes 
the benefits of bio-diversity and multi-generational 
friendly living while expressing the idea of 
Supporting your community and your environment. 
It hopes to inspire individuals to re think, re-use and 
recycle in an integrated and creative way. Come 
and have fun, all ages welcome, no experience 
necessary. We look forward to seeing you there. 
Clare, Jane, Angie and Agnieszka.

Contact Clare at clare@solarious.co.uk 
or Agnieszka on 07910 707 611.

Summer Reading 
Challenge 2015
- Record Breakers

Go for a personal best this 
summer - sign up for ‘Record 
Breakers’, the Summer 
Reading Challenge 2015! 
Discover AMAZING world 
records as you read your way 
through your choice of library 
books, collecting stickers as 
you go (some are stinky!). 
Keep track of it all on your 
fold-up poster and complete 
the chart with stickers from 
your local library.

Remember, it’s all happening 
at your local library, and it’s 
totally FREE! But hurry! Don’t 
miss out on the fun…
Go to recordbreakers.org.uk
and gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries

Stonehouse Community Partnership 

Stonehouse Community Partnership’s, Arts Project funded by
Gloucestershire Police & Crime Commissioner and The Big Lottery.

Stonehouse Arts 
Festival 30th June
- 4th July 
Stonehouse Community Partnership 
looks forward to welcoming you all to 
a variety of Art, Sculpture, Fashion, 
Heritage and Music events during 
the Stonehouse Arts Festival week 
commencing on Tuesday 30th June 
climaxing with a ‘grand finale’ on 
the Town Greens on Saturday 4th 
July. We have joined forces with 
the group who are painting the 
Town Pink to raise awareness 
of breast cancer. So be sure 
to wear something pink 
and join in the spirit of 
the week. 

Stonehouse 
Community Choir

continues to grow and will be performing during the 
Arts Festival Finale. In April they were nominated 
for and presented with the Commmunity Group of 
the Year Civic Award. The community choir have 
members of all ages and practices on alternate 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings at 7.30pm.
If you are interested in joining then please
contact Olga Gibbons on 01453 824332
or omg53btinternet.com 

Goodwill Fest

SCP is also busy organising this year’s Goodwill 
Fest, which is on Saturday 28th November.

If you are interested in helping to organise the 
event, be a sponsor or would like to have a stall 
at the event then please contact John Jeynes, on 
john.jeynes@btinternet.com for further details.

Painting the town pink
Volunteers in Stonehouse will be painting the 
town pink from Monday 29th June to Saturday 4th 
July for Breast Cancer Awareness. They will be 
wrapping the High Street trees in pink yarn, felt 
and knitting, with bunting and balloons decorating
the street. The campaign, which is supported by 
NHS Gloucestershire and Breakthrough Breast 
Cancer, has been an event in Dursley, Cam, Berkeley 
and Wotton-under-Edge for some years and the 
volunteer group felt Stonehouse should join in.

All the High Street shops and businesses have 
been approached to join in by displaying posters, 
decorating their windows with a pink theme or 
wearing pink for the main event on Saturday 4th July 
when information cards will be given out in the High 
Street. There will also be a wire sculpture for people 
to tie pink ribbons on if they would like to remember 
someone or to show their wish to help fight cancer.
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History Walks 2015 
Stonehouse History Group can offer several 
guided walks around the Stonehouse area, 
incorporating historic photos of local buildings
and landmarks. We can tailor the walk to suit
your group depending on distance and time.
Most walks will take about 2 hours.

Our main route involves visiting the Stroudwater 
Canal and St Cyr’s Church. We can focus on 
particular aspects e.g. the canal and river, mills,
the church, Stonehouse Court, depending on
your interest.

We can also offer a shorter walk along the
High Street talking about the history of the town
and buildings. This can be incorporated into the 
other walks.

There are other aspects of the history of the town we 
can cover e.g. A Victorian Walk or a World War Two 
Walk. Please ask us if you would like a particular topic.

We normally charge £30 per group up to a maximum 
of 20 people. If you are a group of less than 10 we 
charge £3 per head.

Contact us at stonehousehistorygroup.org.uk

The photo above shows The Ocean and the Midland 
Railway Bridge around 1900. We hope that this 
bridge will be reopened soon as part of the canals 
restoration project.

Our next project 
In our latest Journal Issue 5, available at £4.50 
from the Town Hall or The Curiosity Shop, you
will find an article about people who came to
live at the Bridgend Hostel during the 1940s
and 1950s. We are intending to make a display 
about the history of the 
movement of people in and 
out of Stonehouse from 
1600 - 2000.

If you would like to help 
- either by telling us the 
story of how you came to 
live in Stonehouse or by 
researching part of the 
history of ‘Immigration 
and Emigration’ - we 
would like to hear from you. 
Contact Vicki Walker on 01453 826334 
or visit our website stonehousehistorygroup.org.uk.

  Tell us about
 your memories 
  On Saturday 4th July, from 10am - 12 noon, when
  our exhibition will be on show in the Town Hall, we
  will be offering a free cup of tea of coffee and a
  cake to anyone who would like to drop in to the
  Hall to tell us their story, or arrange for us to visit
  you to record your memories.

Stonehouse History Group

The Ocean and the Midland Railway Bridge around 1900.

BRANDING
PRINT
WEB

Jo Mew Creative / call Jo on 01452 226104 / email jo@jomewcreative.com
web jomewcreative.com - By appointment only

From small one off’s to full branding 
and implementation projects.
With over 18 years experience 
in top London and Southampton 
agencies you’ll receive first class 
professional service but not
at London prices!

Kapers - summer 
childcare for happy kids
 
Parents are being advised to book early for a 
popular children’s summer play scheme before all 
the places are snapped up. Kapers is backed by 
Stroud District Council and provides a series of 
action packed sessions during August. This includes 
arts and crafts, games and competitions, drama 
and music, sports and activities, special workshops, 
themed weeks and much more. 

As well as structured activities there’s also plenty 
of time for free play or to just relax and chill out. 
The scheme is run by an experienced, enthusiastic 
and energetic team. At a fraction of the childcare 
costs, this is a fantastic opportunity to get the 
children out of the house, active and learning in a 
sociable and friendly environment. 
Dates & Venues
3rd - 7th August
Wotton Sports Centre, Katherine Lady Berkeley’s School
10th - 14th August
Maidenhill Sport & Dance Centre, Maidenhill School
17th - 21st August 
Thomas Keble Sports Centre, Thomas Keble School
24th - 28th August
Thomas Keble Sports Centre, Thomas Keble School
 
Prices
Early Day - 8.30am - 5pm
£16.50/day or £77 if you book for the whole week!
School Day - 8.30am - 3pm
£14/day or £64 if you book for the whole week!
Late Day - 10am - 5pm
£14/day or £64 if you book for the whole week!
Main Day - 10am - 3pm
£11.50/day or £52 if you book for the whole week!
 
To book your child’s place visit www.stroud.gov.uk 
or call 01453 754508 for more information.

Enjoying the facilities at Kapers



Gill Gennings
Town Clerk

The Mayor’s Corner 
A new Civic Term commenced on 
May 7th with new councillors and 
myself elected as the new Mayor/
Chair. In fact there were fewer 
nominations than seats for the 
Town Council, so existing and
new councillors were returned

to the council without a need for a ballot.
We now have 8 councillors re-elected and 4
new councillors elected, with two vacancies
for co-opted councillors to be filled.  

I would like to give my thanks to all those people who 
have served Stonehouse on the Town Council for so 
many years, but chose to stand down in this election.  
Firstly I must give huge thanks to Chris Brine who 
has served on the Town Council for over 20 years and 
has been an outstanding Mayor for the last four. He 
has been such a strong voice for Stonehouse, and his 
skills and talents will be sorely missed at town level. 
Fortunately he still represents Stonehouse on the 
District Council, where he will continue to champion 
causes close to Stonehouse’s heart. David Drew also 
has chosen to retire as a Town Councillor after serving 
for 26 years. He too has been a vocal campaigner for 
Stonehouse, and his knowledge and enthusiasm will 
be difficult to replace. Simon Lewis, John Aldis, Roger 
Govier and Jan Dyer have also chosen to stand down 
from the Town Council for this year, and we thank them 
for their many years of service.

The new Council will continue to ensure that 
Stonehouse continues to be a great place to live, 
work and visit. To that end we support initiatives 
such as ‘Stonehouse in Bloom’ which we hope will be 
even more stunning this year, with more baskets and 
planters in Stonehouse than ever before. We would 
encourage you to support activities such as the Arts 
Festival in June/July, the Stonehouse Horticultural 
Show and Jolly in August, and the Stonehouse 
Celebration day in September, all of which contribute 
to making Stonehouse the community that it is. 

And of course, if you have ideas to make Stonehouse 
a better place, please do contribute your ideas to 
the Neighbourhood Plan, which is creating a vision of 
Stonehouse for the future. Contact the Town Council 
as detailed on the back page of our newsletter. 

Theresa Watt
Liz Lawrence
Deputy Town Clerk

Ray Kay
Grounds/maintenance

Ralph Fletcher
Grounds/maintenance

Rachel Russell
Committee Clerk

Gary
Powell

Pamela
Swain

Theresa
Watt (Mayor)

The Town Council
‘Put a face to a name’
Your Councillors

Council staff

Gwen 
Atkinson

Neil
Gibbs

Jo
Byrne

Rob
Waite

Carol 
Kambites

Vicky 
Redding

Amy 
Coombes

Deborah 
Curtis

Paul 
Stephens
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June Hennell and Katryna present their personal perspectives

In the very week when Anzac Day was celebrated, 
the founder of Stonehouse’s own Memory Link, 
June Hennell, was presenting on dementia at five 
different events in Australia. June is part of GAP  
(Global Action on Personhood) in Dementia, made 
up of 55 members in 15 countries. June, assisted 
by her 15 year old grand-daughter Katryna, 

joined1100 delegates debating the way forward in 
enhancing world recognition of needs with dementia.

A pupil at Rednock School, Katryna was given 
special permission to present her own personal 
perspectives on dementia at this world-renowned 
event, on a topic in which the UK leads the world, 
according to presenters from the USA and Australia.

Following inspiring performances in Perth, June 
continued to Ballarat and Melbourne, Victoria, 
where she continued to deliver the positive 
messages which underpin all her work with dementia 
throughout the world. June says “As human beings 
we have special skills to share. I live in Stonehouse 
and am committed to my community, but we must use 
our experiences wisely and globally for the good of 
the world”. 

Stonehouse Memory Link can be contacted on 
01453 827565 or 01453 827286 or via any local 
GP’s surgery.

Visit our website
stonehousetowncouncil.com
For the latest community events, news and
information visit your Town Council website

Stonehouse Memory Link
has a voice in Australia  



stonehouse town council 
information
Contact us

Stonehouse Town Council
Town Hall
High Street
Stonehouse
GL10 2NG
T: 01453 822070

Town Clerk: Gill Jennings
E: townclerk@stonehousetowncouncil.com
Deputy Clerk: Elizabeth Lawrence
E: deputyclerk@stonehousetowncouncil.com

Visit www.stonehousetowncouncil.com

Opening hours
9am - 12 noon Monday, Tuesday & Friday
9am - 1pm Thursday
Closed Wednesday

Forthcoming meetings

Town Council meetings are held on Mondays as 
listed below in the Town Hall and start at 7pm.
They are open to members of the public.

JULY
6th Development Control Panel (6.15pm start)
 Regeneration & Environment Committee
13th Amenities Recreation & Tourism Committee
20th Finance & Strategy Committee

AUGUST
No meetings scheduled but could change.
Please check our website for details nearer the time.

SEPTEMBER
7th  Full Town Council
21st   Development Control Panel (6.15pm start)
 Regeneration & Environment Committee
28th  Amenities Recreation & Tourism Committee

Your Councillors

Town Councillors
North Ward
Amy Coombs   01453 826024
Deborah Curtis   01453 825965
Gary Powell   01453 826527
Paul Stephens   01453 791142
Theresa Watt (Chair) 01453 821428

Central Ward
Gwen Atkinson    01453 827083
Carol Kambites   01453 827929
Pam Swain   01453 822998

South Ward
Jo Byrne     01453 451741
Neil Gibbs    01453 828430
Vicky Redding   01453 822933
Rob Waite   01453 451442

District Councillors
Chris Brine   01453 825917
Gary Powell   01453 826527
Mrs. Mattie Ross   01453 826587

County Councillor
Lesley Williams   01453 791277

Member of Parliament
Neil Carmichael   01453 751572

Euro MPs
Molly Cato
William (The Earl of) Dartmouth 01722 744814
        mobile 07720 028753
Ashley Fox     0117 973 7050
Julie Girling     01763 289654
Claire Moody    01305 858285
Julia Reid

www.stonehousetowncouncil.com

Event and news information is accurate at the time of printing. Please check details before attending. Stonehouse Town Council reserves the right to close its offices and to 
change or cancel events without prior notice. Stonehouse Town Council does not endorse the content of advertisements in this publication. © Stonehouse Town Council 2014. 
Stonehouse News is designed by Jo Byrne - jomewcreative.com

North Ward - Ryelands Road, Little Australia, Oldends Lane, Gloucester Road and all areas north as far as Cotswold Green and across to Kestrel Court
Central Ward - Park Estate, Court View, High St., Queens Rd., Rosedale Estates & Oldends Lane Industrial Estates
South Ward - Bridgend, Boakes Drive, Bristol Road, Ebley Road, Bath Road and Ryeford


